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Overview of all foams and doors 

These are the main components in the 66-70 B body non air heater box that need to be removed, 
cleaned, painted (if desired – I would)  and recovered with foam. 

 

 



Front Metal Plate 

Start by pulling the front metal plate off. 

Save all the screws and the blower resistor (and screws) in a ziplock bag. 

Clean the plate old foam off the plate with an adhesive remover or paint stripper. The method to 
use all depends on how far you are going to "redo" the box. Just a foam redo means using a mild 
stripper so the outer black paint isn’t affected. Otherwise use a strong stripper, wire wheel or even 
a sand blaster (I use a glass bead cabinet) to clean the plate.  

IF you stripped it, paint the outside with Eastwood Chassis black or any (satin) black epoxy paint. 

Then spray 3M Hi-Strength Adhesive #77 on the foam. Let it tack up for about a minute. Then 
stick the foam to the inside of the metal plate. BE SURE TO TEST FIT FIRST TO MAKE SURE 
YOU ARE APPLYING ADHESIVE TO THE CORRECT SIDE. 

 

 



Fresh air vent flapper door   

First, there is a piece of rubber tubing on the cable end of the shaft that needs to be cut off so that 
end can be slipped thru the slot in the heater box. See the slot behind the door actuator where it 
will slip thru the box? 

 

Remove all the screws in this area to be able to remove the frame assembly that holds the fresh 
air door.  Then the door can be taken off by cutting or grinding a little bit off the bottom of the 
shaft (I use a small air powered cutoff wheel) opposite the end that the cable attaches to (note the 
circled end in the picture). Just remove enough, like 1/8" or less, to allow you to bend the 
"structure" to pop the shaft out and finally remove the door from the structure. This way you can 
clean the door. Paint it (if desired) and install the new white “bushings” supplied in the kit.  
Also note the installation/placement of the 3/4"W foam tape.  

 

 

Heat/Defrost door (the door near the center hump of  the car)  

Easily removed by removing a screw to unclamp it from the actuator shaft. The shaft can then be 
slipped out. This is an easy one.  



Heat (on/off) door (near the middle of the box)   
This is the tough one. Only way is to drill out the rivets or better yet grind the rivets off the inside 
of the box. The retainer bracket can then be removed (this is on the top of the box). There is a cir-
clip under there that need to be pushed off (and saved). The door can now be slipped out. To 
assemble, reverse and pop rivet bracket back on. I use pop rivet washers on the pack side so the 
pop rivets don’t pull back thru the box. 

 

 
 
Rear metal plate 
Cleaned and painted with Rustoleum #7519 Stainless Steel paint. Note 3/4"W tape on side and 
1/2"W tape all around inner perimeter. 
 

 
 
 



Heater box 
With all the doors off now, clean the box with HOT, soapy water. Paint all the doors, frames and 
brackets with Rustoleum #7519 Stainless Steel paint. Then begin re-assembly by installing all the 
1/2" and 3/4" foam tapes and foam pieces for the heat/defrost doorframe. See the pictures below. 
Note 1/2"W tape all around heater box rear parameter to seal the rear metal blower plate (in 
photo just below). Note 2 vertical pieces by round outlet holes. 
 

 
 
 
 
Blower plate 
Cleaned and painted with Rustoleum #7519 Stainless Steel paint. 
 

 
 
 
 



Re-assembly 
Clean and paint blower motor and reattach to rear metal blower plate. Reassemble box referring 
to pictures above and below. 
Attach original rubber fresh air vent to cowl seal with 3M weather-strip adhesive. 
Install 3/16” ID rubber tubing over the fresh air door actuator shaft. Refer to pictures at the 
beginning of this document. 
Reinstall blower resistor to front metal plate from the outside. Only goes on one way – the screw 
holes are keyed. 
Push the foam tubes over the heater core tubes on the rear of the heater box. 
And hopefully you purchased one of my stainless steel fastener kits to keep the fasteners on your 
heater box looking great forever. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Also see the great write up on rebuilding an A body heater box at 

http://www.moparmusclemagazine.com/projectbuild/155_0311_valnt_temp_project/index.html 

 
Check our website at http://www.DetroitMuscleTechnologies.com for additional information and 
pictures 


